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Two meetings were held, on October 1 at 9.30 and on October 3
at 9.30. \

!genda item 1: Opening

Prof. A. von Brandt announced that the President of the Coun­
eil had appointed him Chairman of the Committee for this session to
replace Mr. Steinar Olsen, who had resigned. The Chairman expressed
his appreciation for the work that 11r. Steinar Olsen had done on
this Committee over the past years.

Agenda item 2: Membership

~he list of members was checked and changes were noted.

Agenda item 3: Administrative Report

This report was reviewed by the Chairman who noted with plea­
sure particularly the work now being conducted in Iceland where
a new laboratory has been establishcd for gear research. Cnnada
reported that work is being conducted on fish bchaviour in relation
to gear •

Agenda item 4: Gear and Selectivity

a) lCES/lCNAF Joint Working Group on Selectivity Analysis

The Committee noted the invitation from ICNAF to join a Work­
ing Group to examine all available data on sclectivity and to study
thc reliability of such data. lt also noted that Mr. Treschev of
USSR had agreed to convene such a joint committee, and that Mr. Holden
of U.K. would serve as Secretary.

t- The Committee recommends that lCES accept the ICNAF invitation
~ participate in such a joint workinggroup. .

All countries represented at the session agrced to make avail­
able to thc Working Group any data thcy had on selectivity and
several countries designated persons who might serve as experts
to the working party.

The question of whether the form of lCNAF summarien of select­
ivity data was suitable to lCES was rcferred to the Joint Working
Group on Selectivity Analysis. An informal meeting of this group
was held on October 4, 1968.\1 Areport of this meeting is appended.

b) ßelectivity and Trawling
'..

Five papers on this subject wcrepresented. Two French
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trawl noto. Those experiments demonstrate that the flow of water
through the net is influenced by the shape and type of trawl, the
kind of twine, the speed or the trawl through the water, and the
fishing conditions. Tests were mad~ with full covers, top-side
covers, and trouser cod-ends. An important conclusion is that the
amount of water passing through the net is a function of the length
of the net and therefore the longer the net the loss pODsibility
for eocapement of fish. Another French paper reported on the so­
lection of hakes. The selectivity for hake is affected by ~.~
oizo of the eateh.

A German paper eompared results of experiments on eod off the
sou.th-vrest coaGt of Bear Island. In these experiments the selee- ([)
tivity was not affected by the form of polypropylene twine whether
continuous, monofilament or split. This paper p01nis out that the
selection factors_used for assessment of north-east Aretie eod UD
(i.e. 3.7 for manila und 4.1 for polyamide) may be too high.

A shrimp seive has been developed in the Nctherlands that is
now replaeing the shakers presently in use. It eonsists of two
coneentrie rotating eages eonstrueted of parallel bars. It effect­
ively releases fish in good condition and sharply separates market­
able from unmarketable sizes of shrimp, inereasing the retained
portion of the cateh from 30 to 100 per cent.

e) Selectivity and Salmon Fishing

Three papers were presented by Denmark, Sweden, and Germany
concerning the drift net and drift line salmon fishing in tho Bal­
tie. Experiments showod that the length of straTI is important to
the size of eateh; the nets "li th shorter strops giving the higher
yields. However, the length of strop 8eems to have little influence
on the pereentago of undorsizod «60 em) fish takon.

There is eonsidorablo diffieulty in hanging the not so that
tho triangular meshes near the float line are of specifiod size.
Furthor work noods to bo done on this problem.

In rospeet of koasuring the meshes] the attontion of the
Bultic Salmons FiohorlOS Convention should be drawn to tho mosh
gauge used by the Lake of Constanee Fishery Convontion, whieh has
dovelopod a very satisfaetory gauge for moasuring mesh sizo in tho
nets uood in the Lake of Constaneo.

The Committee further notod the nood for standardising the
terms for tho parts of nots as weIl as for the nets and other gcar
'1hemse1ves.

d)

tou
~ill

Future Aeti..YJ.:ti-e.~.-2;r;%_"tl:J.~_ ~Jl-Afri ean Coast

The Comoittoe noted the Couneil's continued interest in this
and that tho Chairman of the Demersal Fish (Southern) Committee
eontaet member eountries planning research in the area.

Agenda item 5: Standardisation and Classifieation

a) net. Materials

T"TO papers dealt "lith the teehnieal aspeets of standardioation
of terms and elassifieation of fishing gears and reported on tho
meeting of the Sub-Committeo of Textile Produets for Fishing Nets
of tho International Standard Organisation. There are still many
problems relating to fishing gear that roquire solution. Standard­
isation of drawings of fishing nets is an example. Hr. de Vlit has
agreed to prepare a standard set of drawings.
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Fishing Vessels / ~("~,t..~

The Committee considered the question o~a~sessing the effect­
iveness of different kinds of fishing vessels. In order to dccide
on which characteristics are important the Committee proposes a

~~IWorking Party be set up to study the problems of evaluating the
6)':~various characteristics of fishing yessels in terms of their effect
C\J on the fishing effort.

The Working Group shall also consider whether the ICESjOECDjFAO
fleet register needs amendments i;p I ~rr:pJ;p.ve i ts value for fishing 1 t? ~ '1-
effort studies. "~~~'~I~C(I\"'\M.t?lo-,~-~W1~.1 +-~11 dlJ

Hr. da '-li t agreed to act as Convener of such a Uorking Party.
The Committee recommends that all member countries be invited to
designate exports to serve on this Working Party, these experts
to be i.n the i'ields of naval architecture, technology, and biology.

Agenda item 6: Acoustic Methods: Fishing Counting and Training Course

Three papers were discussed under this topic.

A paper was presented on counting fish with an echo-integrator.
vii.th this equipmont single fish can be detected, and in some cases
species as weIl. The method promises to be useful in making sur­
veys of species abundance.

The training n'ourse in the Use of Acoustic }Iethods in the
study of fioh stocks was explained. Plans are complete and the bro­
chures are ready for distribution.

The time and place have been changed in order to assure a
reliable source of fish for demonstratio . the ~iel_~. The plaQ
is Svolvrer, Lofoten, Norway; the time is 2nd - 15th March~ 1969.

~
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The Committee suggests that the Council request a re~~
the Course 00 that the question of possible repetition or-the Course
IiT!gtrt-bCCon~;i.p.er~fl·

II).~l 'l.-1,\CJ .

~
The/Committee noted that it is hoped that research vesselB4t \ from Norway, England, and Scotland will be made available for the

~JJ/ field work. Other count~_~s are ~y~d to contribute vessel time
S0 that the students may have a brohder range of experience.

. FAO is preparing a training m~~~1acoustic studies that
will be used in conjunction with the course.

Agenda item 7: Fish Behaviour

a) ~AO Conforenco on Fish Behaviour

Dr. Boerema summarised the report sunmittüd to the Council on
the recent meeting held in Bergen. He reported that FAO is p]nnn;ne;
mo:::,e specialised meetings in tho future but has no jmmoo; n:te plans
for ,another meeting on the general subject of gear research.

The Committee requests the Bureau to express its appreciation
to FAO for sponsoring the rocent Congress und to express interest in
future meetings on more specialised sUbjects. However, the Committee
recommends that the Bureau urge FAO to continue holding general
Fishing Gear Congresses even though they may not bo able to hold
them as often as every 6 years.
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b) Diurnal Variation in Trawl Catches

Two Dutch papers were presented on this subject, both dealing
with flatfishes. Variation in catch is due to variation in the
activity of the fish and this in turn is dependent upon the natural
behaviour pattern of the species in relation to food and feeding
habits.

~~genda i teEJ. 8: Any" other business

There is some interest in installing temperature recorders on
fishing gear to obtain temperature information of immediate value
to the fisherman.

Age~~a item-2: Election of Chairman

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure and established
practice the General Secretary conducted an election for Chairman.
Mr. A.R. Margetts of U.K. was elected.
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4.

ICES/lCNAF Joint "{orking Group on Selectivi ty Anal;ysis

1. Following the discussions at meetings both of lCES and lCNAF
on the problems of selectivity analysis it was decided at the
1968 meeting of lCNAF to form a Working Group on Selectivity
Analysis and to invite lCES to participate. ~~. Treschev (USSR)
was appointed Convenor of the Group and Mr. Holden (U.K.) its
Secretary.

2. This invitation was made to the Gear and Behaviour Commiitee
at the 1968 mecting of the Council and was accepted.

3. A preliminary meeting of the Working Group was held on October 4,
1968 at which the following were present:-

Belgium .u ~ Mr. R. Pottillius
France ••••••••••••••••• M. Cl. Nedelec
Germany ••••••••••••.••• Prof. A. von Brandt, Dr. H. Bohl
U.K•••••••••••••••••••• Mr. 11.J. Holden (Secretary)
U.S.S.R•••••••••••••••• Mr. A.l. Treschev (Convenor)
lCNAF •••••••••••••••••• Mr. L.R. Day

1-Tr. H. W. Graham
Mr. Sv.Aa. Horsted

The following terms of reference were agreed:
i) Comparison of the properties of net materials of trawls

used in thc North Atlantic and invcstigation of the effect ~,

of trawl construction on selectivi ty. '\(~'C"",dl ~~\\\~\"\,<:CCu..tCCJ \"""7J'I""
ii) Thcoretical analysis of thc validity of marine experiments

on selectivity. .
iii) Compilation of the selectivity data for coda haddock and

redfish including a tabulation of equivalents for different
materials.

Mr. Nedelec, Prof. von Brandt and Mr. Bohl agreed to com~ile data
for section (i), and ~~. Treschev and Dr. Stepanov (USSR) for
section (iii), Mr. Pope (U.K.) will be asked to ULndertake section
(ii).

Further nominations of specialists were roquosted.
~1r.Pope and Dro Stopanov have already been nominated.

An invitation from V~. Treschev to hold the first meeting of the
Working Group in Moscow was accepted, and it was agreed that this
be held from 26th to 29th March, 1969, both dates inclusive.

Dr. Treschev called for preliminary reports by the specialists
appointod for each term of reference by February 25, 1969.


